
 
 
May 13, 2022 
 
Arlington School Board 
Dr. Francisco Durán, Ed.D., Superintendent 
Arlington Public Schools, Virginia 
 
Dear School Board Members and Dr. Durán, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment last night. The text of my remarks is 
pasted below. In addition, I’m enclosing as an attachment an article on learning loss written and 
published by Arlington Parents for Education.  
 
Harvard researchers have released a study investigating the results of remote and hybrid 
instruction using data from 2.1 million students in 10,000 schools across the country. Their 
findings include:  

 Districts that spent more weeks in remote instruction lost more ground than 
districts that returned to in-person sooner.  

 Within districts that were remote for most of 2020-21, high-poverty schools 
experienced 50 percent more loss than low-poverty schools. 

 Data still being analyzed are expected to show that achievement gaps after 
narrowing for 30 years have widened sharply for the first time in a generation.  

 This is expected to translate into lower high school graduation rates, lower 
rates of college, and lower earnings.  

One of the researchers had the following message for school districts:  

“Each district should start this summer by taking the estimates of the 
impact of each of those interventions, multiply each by the share of 
students they plan to serve under each and make sure the sum of expected 
effects adds up to the size of the loss their students have suffered. That’s 
going to be an eye-opening calculation for most districts, since most 



districts I see are planning intensive interventions for 10 or 15 percent of 
their students, some voluntary summer school — and that’s about it.  

A barely-more-than-normal recovery effort such as that is going to be 
nowhere near enough in many districts.” 

Thanks to the dashboard here, we have the data. Now is the time to use it to fully take measure of 
student needs and allocate the resources to address them. Tonight you are voting on the next 
budget, which does not go far enough to allocate resources commensurate to the need. It’s 
encouraging to hear the discussion about tutoring, but it’s only for one year, for some grades. 
Dreambox and Lexia are not a sufficient recovery plan. Summer school will again be small. 
Almost a full school year has gone by without an appropriate plan in place and much of our 
federal money is spent.  

Against these realities, we ask again to refocus on learning loss, make a multi-year plan, and ask 
the county for an additional commitment for Arlington’s students. Please don’t let private 
tutoring and extra SOL prep cover over the need, which will remain until we address it. Thank 
you.  

Sincerely, 
 
Miranda Turner 
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